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 Brussels, 17 May 2013 

PRESS RELEASE 

Municipal Waste Europe Seminar “- TOO MANY WASTED RESOURCES - 

Evaluating resource efficiency from EU households, producer responsibility 

and targets and the role of Municipalities” 14.05.2013 

On 14 May 2013, Municipal Waste Europe organised a seminar on the key issues currently at 

the focus of discussion in environmental and business circles in Brussels: resource efficiency 

and the ability to recover more material resources from waste, the three pillars of 

sustainability and implementation of the waste directives, particularly in those countries with 

high levels of landfilling. The event brought together representatives of the European 

Commission, the European Parliament, the Committee of the Regions, public and private 

waste management, NGOs and producers, covering a wide spectrum of stakeholders with a 

direct and indirect interest in the resource-efficiency debate. 

Vanya Veras, Secretary General of Municipal Waste Europe, moderated the debate, 

underlining the crucial role played by municipalities in the organisation, communication and 

execution of the recovery of resources from municipal waste and thereby acting as a key link 

in the  raw material chain.   

The outgoing President of Municipal Waste Europe, Erik de Baedts, who led the association 

very effectively for its first four years, pointed out that waste management is a service of 

general interest and therefore a public responsibility. As long as municipal waste exists, local 

authorities’ expertise and responsibility will be needed, adding that there are some things 

that are temporary, and some things that are lasting. As municipal waste was a lasting entity, 

so would Municipal Waste Europe be a lasting partner in resource efficiency. 

William Neale, Member of the Cabinet of the European Commissioner for Environment 

Janez Potočnik, responsible for resource and waste issues amongst others, explained how the 

ambitious objectives set in the Roadmap to a Resource-Efficient Europe could be combined 

with local actions. He mentioned the primary role of municipalities in the “Let’s Do It Europe” 

Clean-up campaign, which had significant results on raising public awareness of waste and 

litter across Europe and in particular in those countries with low resource recovery. In this 

regard, William Neale announced that the theme of the 2014 European Green Week would 

be ‘resource-efficiency and waste’, inviting Municipal Waste Europe to participate. 
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Michel Lebrun, previously Committee of the Regions (CoR) rapporteur on a resource-

efficient Europe and currently on the revision of the EU waste directives, recognized the role 

of Municipal Waste Europe as an important partner of the CoR in its efforts to support and 

facilitate effective networking and exchange of experiences between cities and regions. In 

Michel Lebrun’s view, the European Union needs to introduce binding waste prevention 

targets and introduce or reinforce re-use, recycling, energy-recovery and landfill diversion 

targets for municipal solid waste. He emphasised the need for legislation and practice to 

promote and support material recovery which closes the raw materials loops in production 

cycles in Europe and therein to prefer energy recovery to landfilling for residual waste. 

MEP Nikos Chrysogelos (Greens/Greece) outlined practical experience of barriers and 

opportunities in waste management in Greece, which include lack of political will as well as 

lack of local knowledge in many cases. He highlighted the opportunity to divert the current 

annual spend of over one billion euro in real cost which is being spent to landfill the waste (six 

billion euro if external environmental, social and economic costs are integrated) into 

organising prevention, re-use and material recovery. During the panel session, Mr. 

Chrysogelos agreed that use of additional EU funds, linked to target achievement, was an 

excellent tool to boost sustainable waste management in a country which still landfills most 

of its waste.  

Stéphane Arditi, Senior Policy Officer at the European Environmental Bureau, called for the  

allocation of EU funds for investments in prevention, re-use and recycling schemes and 

facilities, which are higher up in the waste hierarchy, rather than for disposal or incineration 

facilities without material recovery. He stressed that EU funds should be linked to the 

achievement of EU waste policy objectives, as recommended by the European Court of 

Auditors. He added that the full application of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 

schemes would ensure material recovery of between 40% and 60% of the waste generated.  

In his closing statement, Weine Wiqvist, newly elected President of Municipal Waste 

Europe, suggested some key actions looking forward, which would help to achieve a 

successful resource-efficiency strategy. These included the identification and implementation 

of a practical prevention strategy, re-use targets, a clear definition of recycling, a transparent 

EPR system, a clear data collection system throughout Europe resulting in comparable figures, 

as well as a landfill ban on combustible and recyclable waste which will boost recycling 

efforts. 

The overall common message of the event was to release the potential of the EU economy to 

become more competitive, productive and sustainable by turning waste into a resource. 
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Municipalities play a key part in making this strategy succeed given their pivotal role as a 

bridge between producers and consumers.  

The seminar was followed by a dinner over which discussions continued with the presentation 

of a best practice example of an optimised, integrated waste management system in the 

municipality of Calw (Baden-Württemberg, Germany) by guest speaker Dr. Manfred Krieck, 

Managing Director at the Public Waste Management Company of Calw. 

 

All presentations and written speeches can be found on our website: 

www.municipalwasteeurope.eu  

- - - 

Media Contact: Vanya Veras, Secretary General 

Email: vanya.veras@municipalwasteeurope.eu 
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