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Dear Mr Wiquist, 
Dear speakers, 
Dear participants, 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to provide you with closing remarks on this 
high-level seminar on resource efficiency. 
 
I wish to express my gratitude to the organisers, namely Municipal 
Waste Europe. 
 
Municipal Waste Europe is an important partner for the Committee of 
the Regions, in our efforts to support and facilitate effective networking 
and exchange of experiences between cities and regions. This allows 
innovative local solutions for resource efficiency to be more rapidly 
replicated around Europe.  
 
The overall work of Municipal Waste Europe is crucial in this regard. As a 
specialised association, they provide expertise to our rapporteurs, who 
highly benefit from the collaborative process.  
 
Let me briefly introduce the Committee of the Regions, especially for 
those of you who may be not be familiar with it: The Committee of the 
Regions is the political assembly that provides the regional and local 



levels with a voice in European Union policy development and 
legislation. The Committee's 344 members come from all 27 European 
countries. They include mayors, city counsellors, presidents of regions, 
and members of regional parliaments. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I was rapporteur for the Committee of the Regions' Opinion on the 
Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative "A resource efficient Europe" and the 
resource efficiency roadmap. In my Opinion, I welcomed the widening of 
the focus of the EU from energy efficiency and low-carbon economy to 
resource efficiency in a broad sense, covering of all natural resources. 
 
As the title of this seminar rightly claims, and as it has been highlighted 
by the speakers today: The European Union has yet to harness its full 
potential for resource efficiency. For example, despite the benefits of 
turning waste into a resource, each year in the European Union 2.7 
billion tonnes of waste are thrown away. On average, only 40% of our 
solid waste is re-used or recycled. 
 
There is absolutely an untapped potential for the EU economy to be 
more innovative, productive and competitive, while using fewer 
resources and reducing environmental damage. A responsible use of our 
resources is not only a necessity in view of the planetary boundaries, but 
also creates major economic and innovation opportunities for Europe's 
regions and cities. It drives down the cost of material and energy 
consumption. It also boosts employment in the "green technology" 
sector. 
 
These facts, and the debate we just had, tells us that we (and here I 
mean all actors) must do much more for (and here I return to the title of 



William Neale's presentation) putting resource efficiency into 
practice. 
 
The EU's engagement with local and regional authorities will be 
crucial for the success of a resource-efficient Europe. Local and 
regional authorities have numerous drivers at hand to boost resource 
efficiency – be it through legislation, authorisation procedures, planning, 
co-funding, investing in and running of infrastructures, public 
procurement or enforcement and inspections. 
 
Let me therefore briefly outline some key actions that the Committee of 
the Regions is currently undertaking to promote resource efficiency at 
local and regional levels. 
 
Firstly, CoR Vice-President Mercedes Bresso is representing the 
Committee of the Regions in EREP, the European Resource 
Efficiency Platform, that has been conveyed by Commissioner 
Potocnik, and of which Mr Gerbrandy is a member as well.  
 
The Committee will pay particular attention that the final EREP 
recommendations, will give adequate weight to actions such as  

• establishing in good time resource efficiency targets that can be 
also applied by local and regional authorities; 

• promoting green public procurement; 
• phasing out  environmentally harmful subsidies and taxes; 
• efficient water pricing and the review of ambitious waste targets. 

 

In this context, we will continue to call for extending the Covenant of 
Mayors to resource efficiency – along the resource efficiency targets 
that will be defined in the next years. I hope that the emphasis the 7th 
Environment Action Programme places on sustainable cities will be 
helpful in this regard. 



 
Secondly, the Committee of the Regions' Europe 2020 Monitoring 
Platform will monitor the implementation of the Resource Efficiency 
Flagship Initiative and contribute to the Europe 2020 policy cycle, via a 
survey and a conference in Vilnius under the Lithuanian Presidency. 
 
Thirdly, the Committee of the Regions considers the move to a "zero 
waste society" as a key element of the EU's "Resource Efficiency" 
roadmap.  
 
We are pro-actively supporting the debate on the revision of EU waste 
policy due in 2014. The Committee hosted the 1st European Waste and 
Resource Days” in November 2012. 
 
And, more specifically, we are currently drafting an Outlook Opinion on 
the review of key EU waste targets, at the request of the European 
Commission. I am again rapporteur for this Opinion. The Committee's 
ENVE Commission adopted its draft opinion on 24 April, which you can 
find on display. 
 
I have tried to feed into this Opinion the experiences of those cities and 
regions which are frontrunners in waste prevention and sustainable 
waste management. Many advanced cities and regions already go 
beyond the minimum European recycling or landfill diversion targets and 
are now aiming for zero waste to landfill or to incineration, and for high 
levels of recycling of household waste. 
 
Optimising waste management and implementing innovative actions 
requires a stimulating European Union framework. According to the 
Committee's draft opinion, this means that the European Union needs to 
introduce binding waste prevention targets and introduce or reinforce 



re-use, recycling, energy recovery and landfill diversion targets for 
municipal solid waste. 
 
To achieve more ambitious waste targets in regions less advanced in 
this area, the European Union and the Member States need to draw 
upon the instruments and models used by high performing cities and 
regions. The latest report issued by the European Environment Agency 
on municipal waste includes a very interesting chapter and data on 
regional differences in waste management in the EU. 
 
Last but not least, concerning the important issue of better 
implementation and financing of EU waste legislation, that was 
mentioned earlier in the debate: 
 
I would like to highlight that Commissioner Potocnik and CoR Vice-
President Bresso launched in December the so-called joint "Technical 
Platform for Cooperation on the Environment". This platform will look at 
local and regional challenges and solutions in the implementation of the 
EU environmental acquis. 
 
I will chair the 2nd meeting of the Platform during the CoR/DG REGIO 
OPEN DAYS on 9 October, which will be about "investing in waste 
infrastructures in line with the waste hierarchy". You are all more than 
welcome to attend! 
 
Thank you very much for your attention. 


