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What is EMAS?

The EMAS Sectoral Reference Documents and the Best 
Environmental Management Practices

The Best Environmental Management Practices for the Waste 
Management Sector

Two examples

Content of this presentation



An Environmental Management System?

An EU Regulation?

An environmental performance reporting tool?

What is EMAS?



An Environmental Management System?

An EU Regulation?

An environmental performance reporting tool?

What is EMAS? EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme
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EMAS is a commitment to…



… in environmental performance

60% 
recycling

80% 
recycling

95% 
recycling



Continuous improvement seems challenging?

Best 
Environmental 
Management 
Practices
can help





The 'frontrunners approach'



The 'frontrunners approach'



The 'frontrunners approach'



Adopted by 
the European 
Commission 

as
EMAS 

Sectoral 
Reference 
Documents

Best practice 
guidance 

documents 
publicly 
available  
on-line



Waste 
management 
companies

Waste 
authorities 
(local)

BEMPs for the Waste Management Sector

Municipal solid waste

Construction and demolition waste

Healthcare waste

The scope



• Waste 
monitoring

• Pay-As-
You-Throw

• Awareness 
raising

Few examples of BEMPs for municipal solid waste

• Local waste 
prevention 
programmes

• Logistics 
optimisation 
for waste 
collection

• Inter-
municipal 
cooperation

• Re-use 
schemes

• Decentr
alised 
compost
ing



• Logistics operations are optimised using 

Computerised Vehicle Routing and 

Scheduling (CVRS) technology.

• Environmental metrics are integrated into 

optimisation.

• Performance is benchmarked using 

appropriate efficiency indicators, e.g. 

cumulative energy demand and CO2e.   

• Telematics equipment installed in 

collection vehicles, and drivers trained in 

eco-driving techniques. 

Logistics optimisation for waste collection



Pay-as-you-throw

• Introduce a system where 

citizens pay per weight or per

bag of residual waste generated.

• Ensure that infrastructure to 

collect and to process the 

recyclables is available and 

efficient. 

• Organic waste and bulky 

waste are also weighted. 



From best practices to indicators and benchmarks
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Benchmark of excellence??
29% 26%

15%
14%

Results from pay-as-you-throw implementation



18



Three phases:

• Desk research (background collection of information from 

literature, frontrunner organisations and experts)

• Information exchange within the forum of a Technical Working 
Group comprising sector experts to identify and validate the best 

practices identified, the indicators and the benchmark of excellence

• Legislative process (member state representatives in the EMAS 

Committee) 

A development process based on stakeholder involvement



BEMPs for the Waste Management Sector

Background 
study

Technical 
Working 
Group

Final 'best 
practice 
report'

EMAS 
Sectoral 

Reference 
Document

The timeline

Oct 2014 Oct 2015 Apr 2017 Dec 2017

Background 
report

Best 
Practice 
report

Sectoral 
Reference 
Document



What's in it for you?

• Proven and reliable information on relevant best practices 

• Set of environmental performance indicators

• Possibility to benchmark your performance against 

frontrunners to identify improvement potentials



What's in it for you?

• Information is freely available. 

• Costs related to implementation of best practices are duly 

described to allow investment decisions.

• Information on reference organisations to obtain further 

information



can we 
still do 
better?

where 
to 

start?

is this 
relevant 
for us?

are 
others 
doing 

better?

what can 
we do 
about 
this 

aspect?

how to 
measure 

that?

So… if you are looking for guidance on…
Keep up with the development of BEMPs at:
http://europa.eu/!xW93Nv
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